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Key Takeaways 
● Conventional laissez-faire approach to dual enrollment (DE) has 

earned earned the monikers of “Programs of Privilege” and 
“Random Acts” 

● DE has great potential but is currently underutilized as strategy 
to expand access to high-opportunity postsecondary pathways— 
and increase post-hs community college enrollments 

● Improvement is possible – and essential to further expanding 
opportunity for students and building back enrollments for 
colleges 



Challenge and Opportunity: Declining College-Going Rates 
among HS Graduates 

College-Going Rate dropping even before Pandemic 
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HS Graduation Year 

~170k fewer students enrolling in college 

~1.2 million 
Students not enrolling in college 

Digest of Education Statistics, Table 302.20 
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First Ever Dual Enrollment Count 
in IPEDS 12-Month Enrollment Surve120k y(2021) 

2.5M 
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Dual Enrollment:   
21% of 2022-23 

Community College 
Enrollment 

CCRC analysis of IPEDS Data 
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/how-many-students-are-taking-dual-enrollment-courses-in-high-school-new-national-state-and-college-level-data.html 

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/how-many-students-are-taking-dual-enrollment-courses-in-high-school-new-national-state-and-college-level-data.html
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Examine the Top 
Dual Enrollment Colleges within 

Your State 

CCRC analysis of IPEDS Data 
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/how-many-students-are-taking-dual-enrollment-
courses-in-high-school-new-national-state-and-college-level-data.html 

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/how-many-students-are-taking-dual-enrollment-courses-in-high-school-new-national-state-and-college-level-data.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/how-many-students-are-taking-dual-enrollment-courses-in-high-school-new-national-state-and-college-level-data.html


Click on Your College to Filter the 
Results 

CCRC analysis of IPEDS Data 
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/how-many-students-are-taking-dual-enrollment-
courses-in-high-school-new-national-state-and-college-level-data.html 
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Compare Your College to National 
and State Results 

CCRC analysis of IPEDS Data 
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/how-many-students-are-taking-dual-enrollment-
courses-in-high-school-new-national-state-and-college-level-data.html 
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Community college enrollment decline           Financial uncertainty 

Fall Enrollment Trends by Sector, All Undergraduates 
IPEDS Data, 1996-2023 

Community colleges Public four-years 

Source: CCRC analysis of IPEDS fall enrollment data 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/john.fink/viz/UndergraduateEnrollmentTrendsbySectorDev/Summary?publish=yes


Community college enrollment decline           Financial uncertainty 

Fall Enrollment Trends by Sector and Age 
IPEDS Data, 1996-2023 

only 
growing student segment 
HS dual enrollment CCs have lost market share to 

public four-years 
Older student enrollment 

at 

Source: CCRC analysis of IPEDS fall enrollment data 

Community colleges Public four-years 

historic lows 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/john.fink/viz/UndergraduateEnrollmentTrendsbySectorDev/Summary?publish=yes


Evidence on the dual enrollment benefits 

Strong research base on the benefits of dual enrollment 

▪ Experimental research finds strong high school and 
college success effects for underrepresented students of 
participating in ECHSs (What Works Clearinghouse, 2017) 

▪ DE   course-taking can benefit students who are falling 
behind in HS (Lee & Villarreal, 2022). 

▪ Increase college application (Liu et al., 2022). 

▪ Boost Black & Hispanic student entrance and persistence 
in STEM (Minaya, 2021). 

Yet, post-HS college outcomes vary greatly across and within 
states (Velasco et al., 2024) 



The Postsecondary 
Outcomes of High School 
Dual Enrollment Students: 
A National and State-by-
State Analysis 

Tatiana Velasco, John Fink, Mariel Bedoya, & Davis Jenkins 
October 2024 

With the support of 



Four in every five dual enrollment students went 
directly to college after high school 

Within the first year post high school, 81% of students 
enrolled at a postsecondary institution. 



Within the first year post high school, 81% of students 
enrolled at a postsecondary institution. 

50% enrolled at a four-year institution, and 31% at a 
community college 

Half of dual enrollment students went directly to a 
four-year institution. 



More than a third of community college dual enrollment students returned for at 
least one term to the same community college in the first year after high school— 

and about a quarter enrolled for at least two consecutive terms. 

Community college dual enrollees re-enrollment within one year post high school
All Students Low-income Black Hispanic

Community college dual enrollees re-enrollment within one year post high school 

All students Low-income Black Hispanic 
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Students who took dual enrollment courses in high school have 
higher degree completion rates than students who did not 

50% 
of the DE 
students who 
went to college 
completed a 
credential within
four years 

 

44% 
of non-DE 
students ages 
18-20 completed 
a credential within 
four years 



In 41 states, DE was associated with higher college completion rates, 
and in 16 states, DE students showed double-digit higher completion rates. 

-18 p.p. +19 p.p. 

-11 p.p 

+19 p.p 

-18 p.p 
(D.C) 



Dashboard 
with State-by-
State Results 

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/dual-enrollment.html 

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/dual-enrollment.html


How does Florida compare to national benchmarks? 



How do outcomes between DE and non-DE students differ in Florida? 

Spotlight on Low-Income Students 



How are Practitioners Rethinking DE as an On-Ramp to 
Career-Connected Postsecondary Pathways? 

The Dual Enrollment Playbook: A 
Guide to Equitable Acceleration 

for Students (October 2020) 

Rethinking Dual Enrollment as an 
Equitable On-Ramp to a Career-
Path College Degree Program 

After High School (October 2023) 

DEEP Insights: Redesigning Dual 
Enrollment as a Purposeful 

Pathway to College and Career 
Opportunity (October 2023) 



DEEP Framework 



DEEP Practices 



Rethinking DE as a Purposeful Pathway 
Conventional Approach: “Programs of Privilege” 

and “Random Acts” 
DEEP Approach: DC as a Trailhead to 

Career-Path Degree Programs 

Who is it 
designed for? 

What courses 
are offered? 

Philosophy on 
growth 

Student 
advising and 

supports 

Business model 

● Primarily students who are already headed to 
university after HS 

● All students, especially those who might not otherwise 
attend college 

● Primarily gen eds, whatever is easy to offer based 
on annual teacher availability 

● Foundational coursework (including gen eds) aligned to 
college degree programs in fields of interest to students 
and communities 

● Grow if there are more students who are 
academically qualified and quality standards can 
be maintained 

● Cast a wider net, assume all students will struggle and 
need supports. To grow, keep standards high, broaden 
access, and increase student supports 

● Ad hoc, as needed, if students reach out for help 

● Higher costs, more staff (e.g., advising, program leaders) 
and instructional costs. Larger revenues driven by 
increasing college access and re-enrollment among 
former DC students who would not otherwise have 
attended any college without DC 

● Low-cost, low-revenue: Fewer staff required, 
lower instructional costs, lower yield rates leads 
to lower revenues 

● Unavoidable, frontloaded to early coursework, college-
provided advising to explore degree options and create an 
individualized plan 



Recent CCRC analysis found that 
dual enrollment can be financially 
viable even for colleges that offer 
it at a discount (or at no cost), if 
colleges can motivate more of 
these students to enroll in their 
colleges after high school 
(especially those who might not 
otherwise go to college). 

Source:   CCRC analysis of IPEDS enrollment data by sector. 
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/john.fink/viz/UndergraduateEnrollmentTrendsbySector/Summary?publish=yes 

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/john.fink/viz/UndergraduateEnrollmentTrendsbySector/Summary?publish=yes


Thank you! 
Davis Jenkins, pdj2102@tc.Columbia.edu 

John Fink, john.fink@tc.columbia.edu 




