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College Acceleration Opportunities: Mostly 
AP and Dual/Concurrent Enrollment



Expansion of Dual Enrollment 
Concentrated at Community Colleges
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NSC data tracking 200k former DE 
students into college post-HS
1. 88% attended college within 3yrs, 

high rates of credential completion
2. Similar numbers of students return 

to CC post-HS as those who go 
on to four-years

3. Largest equity gaps in bachelor’s 
degree completion (12-15pp gaps)

4. Variation across & within states

Former Community College DE Students 
Have Strong College Outcomes Post-HS



Acceleration for All?
2015 Civil Rights Data Collection: First ever 
census of all US public school DE & AP 
participation by race/ethnicity and gender



CRDC 2015: Black and Latinx HS Students 
Underrepresented in Dual Enrollment & AP
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Source: CCRC analysis of Civil Rights Data Collection data on the 2015-16 school year.



High School student participation in Dual 
Enrollment and AP: School Districts

Source: CCRC analysis of Civil Rights Data Collection data on the 2015-16 school year.

Dual Enrollment



Advanced Placement

High School student participation in Dual 
Enrollment and AP: School Districts

Source: CCRC analysis of Civil Rights Data Collection data on the 2015-16 school year.



Substantial national variation in racial equity gaps in DE and 
AP participation among US metro areas

Source: CCRC analysis of Civil Rights Data Collection data on the 2015-16 school year.



What can be learned from high 
schools and colleges that are 
more effective in serving 
underrepresented students 
through dual enrollment?

Given the substantial variation nationally in access to and 
success in dual enrollment,


